Standing Commission on Structure, Governance, Constitution and Canons
Remote Meeting, Zoom Platform
August 14, 2025

As Approved October 1, 2025


[bookmark: _Hlk194652929][bookmark: _Hlk20834404]Members Present: Frank Logue, Anita Braden, Lynn Carter-Edmands, Nancy Cohen, Andrew Dumas, Andrea McKellar, Steve Pankey, Carolyn Glosby, Tom Little, Aaron Perkins, Russ Randle, Rachel Taber-Hamilton, Eva Warren. 

Members Not Present: Scott Barker, Susan Brown Snook, Andrew Dumas, Craig Loya, Vanessa Marrero, Diane Sammons, Andrea McKellar, Steve Pankey, Kai Ryan.

Others Present: Michael Glass, representative of and Chancellor to the President of the House of Deputies; Mary Kostel, Chancellor to the Presiding Bishop; Louisa McKellaston, Representative of the President of the House of Deputies, and Sally Johnson, Custodian of the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church.

Chair Frank Logue convened the Standing Commission at 3:02 p.m. Eastern, noting that a quorum was present. Frank then led opening prayers. Anita Braden then walked through the published Agenda, which was accepted. A copy of the Agenda is attached to these Minutes. 

The members then unanimously approved the Minutes of the June 4, 2025, meeting, as posted.

The subcommittees then proceeded to report out.

General Convention Reinvention Steering Committee (Resolution D022).  Scott Gunn and Bryan Krislock, members of the Steering Committee, were not available for the meeting. Michael Glass reported that the Steering Committee has made good progress in drafting an initial report on its findings and recommendations. He echoed the comment from the June meeting that many proposed changes to the legislative process will not require canon changes. Tom Little mentioned the Standing Commission’s role in D022.  

Subcommittee on Lay Accountability (Resolutions A146, A147). Russ Randle and reported that the subcommittee has been continuing to work on drafting canon proposals.

	Support and Training for Lay Officers Canon. Russ Randle and Lynn Carter-Edmands walked through a revised draft of the subcommittee’s proposed canon establishing accountability process for lay congregation and diocesan officers. The draft was recently posted to the subcommittee’s folder on the Teams site. Lynn noted the comments made during the discussion in the document for posting to all members. Comments touched on concerns about specific language; roles of bishops, standing committee and members of congregations; the fact that a catchall phrase such as “conduct unbecoming a lay officer” clearly won’t work; recusals; definition of immediate family members, and many others. Concern was expressed over having attorneys too much involved in the process, but concern that in some scenarios that would be appropriate. The subcommittee thanked the members for the comments and committed to continuing to work on the draft.

Steve Panmkey left the meeting for another commitment.

	Lay-Led Congregations Canon. Aaron Perkins suggested that this report be deferred to the next meeting in light of there being only 20 minutes left in the meeting, and all concurred. 

Subcommittee on Dioceses Facing Challenges (Resolutions B007 and D071). Andrea McKellar reported that the subcommittee is meeting in September to continue its work on the challenges confronting the Diocese of Haiti and noted that there are some positive developments there. The subcommittee will continue its fact-finding work at its September meeting.  
[bookmark: _Hlk200014091]
[bookmark: _Hlk194653532]Subcommittee on the Custodian of the Constitution and Canons – Clean-Up Project. There was no report from this subcommittee.

Canons in Conflict with Title IV. Michael Glass explained that this Agenda item does not reflect the work being done – which is to identify canons needing revision in light of the Title IV canon changes approved at the 2024 General Convention. He said this work is proceeding and a draft will be shared when ready. 

Discuss Schedule and Agenda for the Next Meeting. Frank said that the Standing Commission officers will meet in the next few weeks to develop plan and an Agenda for the October 1-3 meetings at the Maritime Center outside of Baltimore, Maryland. The Standing Commission on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations will be meeting at the Maritime Center then and wishes to hold a joint meeting with us on topics of mutual interest. 

Tom asked anyone who knows they cannot attend the October meetings to let the officers know.

Other Business. Tom gave a brief report on the work of the Working Group to Review Canons and Implement Changes Article X. Lynn mentioned that yesterday she posted a question about an apparent conflict between the provisions of Canon III.9.15 and Title IV, and asked for help reviewing that.

Following closing prayers led by Frank, he adjourned the meeting at 4:23 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Thomas A. Little, Assistant Secretary


THE STANDING COMMISSION ON STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE, 
CONSTITUTION, AND CANONS
Zoom meeting – August 14, 2025, 3:00-4:30 pm Eastern

AGENDA


Opening Prayer

Approval of Minutes of June 4, 2025, Meeting

Sub-Committee Check-Ins

· General Convention Reinvention Steering Committee-Scott Gunn and Bryan Krislock

· Lay Accountability – Russ Randle

· Dioceses facing Challenges – Andrea McKellar

· Custodian of the Constitution and Canons Clean-Up Project – Diane Sammons

· [bookmark: _Hlk206084034]Canons in Conflict with Title IV – Michael Glass

[bookmark: _Hlk206084248]Discuss Schedule and Agenda for the Next Meeting

Other Business

Closing Prayer

Adjourn
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