Formative Symposium: A New Vision
We are a group of thirty-five (35) people dedicated to healing ministries who were called together by Bishop Packard at the College of Preachers in Washington, DC, for the purpose of attempting to discover a new vision of health and health care for the Episcopal Church in response to the resolution A079a, adopted at the General Convention, 2000.

We commit ourselves to continuing action in the following five areas:

1) Theology/Vision 

a) Articulate a vision of health and health care reflecting both our Episcopal roots and our vision of God's call 

b) Listen to Episcopalians in all walks of life to cultivate a theology of health

c) Foster listening and dialogue with all God's people to enrich a theology of health

d) Prepare additional theological materials about health, reflecting our tradition and involving academics, policy analysts, executives, health professionals and clergy 

e) Create and identify public spaces for discourse on issues of theology and health

2) Structure
a) Establish an office of health policy, education and bioethics which will 

(1) coordinate networking and resources, 

(2) disseminate existing materials, 

(3) support the creation of new materials for education and advocacy,

(4) research and assist with other health activities, 

(5) consult and advise within the church,

(6) work in collaboration with the Bishop and

b) Establish and coordinate an advisory council

3) Education
a) Identify and raise up already existing health programs

b) Develop adult curricula and materials on health which utilize a variety of media, including the internet

c) Affirm supervised clinical education for clergy formation

d) Encourage bishops to support clergy education on health issues

e) Encourage bishops to ensure the ongoing education of clergy through a minimum number of CEU's per year

f) Request Bishop Packard to assist in the provision of education on health issues for new Bishops

g) Develop health education materials using an interdisciplinary approach for seminarians and healthcare professionals

4) Networking
a) Network and partner with all groups willing to share in promoting the best possible health and health care for all persons

b) Request the Bishop for Armed Services, Healthcare and Prison Ministries to write letters cultivating partnership and/or participation to the following:

(1) National organizations representing health professions and consumers

(2) Diocesan bishops encouraging them to invite local health care professionals and providers to network

c) Inform local clergy and health ministers about resources

d) Encourage congregations to network and partner on a local level

5) Advocacy
a) Bring health issues to the attention of congress by using the many resources of the Church including Resolutions of the General Convention and Executive Council through the Office of Government Relations

b) Direct corporate advocacy toward state and local governments

c) Commend dioceses and congregations to take on the role of advocacy at federal, state and local governments 

d) Call Episcopalians to participate personally in the health advocacy ministries of our Church

e) Promote health issues within the structures of the Episcopal Church

Hereunto we affix our signatures on the 5th Sunday of Pentecost, July 8, 2001.
